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PRESS RELEASE
ISLE OF MAN CELEBRATES THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BEE GEES
2009 is the 50th Anniversary of one of the world’s most successful musical acts, The Bee Gees. Born on the Isle of Man it is only fitting that a commemorative has been issued by the Isle of Man Government to celebrate this legendary achievement. 
The Gibb Brothers; Barry, Robin and Maurice were born on the Isle of Man, although they moved around as children, first in Manchester – which is where their love of music began and then the family settled in Australia, which was where their musical career started. After some success in Australia, the three brothers decided to return to England and secured a record deal. They had their first number one UK hit in 1968 with the song Massachusetts and enjoyed Top 20 hits in both the UK and the USA. 
Although they enjoyed success in the 1960’s and early 1970’s it wasn’t until their input into the Saturday Night Fever Soundtrack in 1978 that they became a phenomenon. In April 1978 five songs written by the Gibbs were in the U.S. Top Ten at the same time. It is estimated that the Bee Gees' record sales total more than 200 million, making them one of the best-selling music artists of all time and their songs have been covered by a variety of singers including Elvis Presley, Al Green and Destiny's Child. During their long pop career they also wrote songs for many other stars including Diana Ross, Dionne Warwick and Barbra Streisand. Barry and Robin Gibb ended the group after forty-five years of activity, when Maurice suddenly died on January 12, 2003. 

The design on this special commemorative coin features the Bee Gees logo in the centre of the coin with the writing 50th Anniversary written below. Approved by the Gibb Brothers themselves, as well as the Isle of Man Government and Buckingham Palace, the obverse of the coin carries a fine effigy of Her Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II by Ian Rank-Broadley FRBS FSNAD.  This coin is available in Unc. Cupro Nickel and Proof Sterling Silver. To view these coins please visit www.pobjoy.com. 
Specifications:
	Metal
	Diameter
	Weight
	Issue limit

	Proof Sterling Silver 1 Crown
	38.60mm
	28.28gms
	10,000

	Unc. Cupro Nickel 1 Crown
	38.60mm
	28.28gms
	Unlimited
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